· HOTEL RESERVATIONS:  Please use https://us-embassy.hrs.com to find and book a hotel room at the USG Embassy rate.  (The websites hotel.de and www.hotel.info/US-embassy became obsolete on September 30, 2021.  If you use the old links, you should be redirected to the HRS page automatically.  However, to avoid any difficulties, HRS has requested that all current users reset their passwords when using the new link.  The new customer ID is 1061530001, which must be provided when making reservations by telephone.)
· Hotel reservations may also be made through Conference Services by sending a request to genevacs@state.gov.  Please include the name of your agency, dates of arrival and departure, and the purpose of the visit.  You will be asked to provide credit card information to hold the reservation.  There are no ICASS TDY charges to make reservations, however, there may be charges for the basic package, depending on the length of stay and number in the delegation.  Please see post’s ICASS TDY policy for more information.

· PASSING CLEARANCES:  Please read the attached instruction on passing clearances and initiating the process to pass your clearance to Mission Geneva as early as possible.  If the Regional Security Office in Geneva does not receive your clearance verification before you arrive, you will not be able to enter the Mission without arranging mandatory, continuous line -of-sight escorting by a cleared Geneva staff member for the entire duration of your time in the office.  You will be able to visit the “public” first floor conference rooms at the Mission without escort, but there are no computers on the first floor and use of Bluetooth/hotspots is prohibited at the Mission.  Mobile devices/laptops cannot be brought into controlled areas of the Mission.

· eCC:  Please submit your e-CountryClearance well before your visit to Geneva.  Please make sure to specify in the eCC whether or not you will require access to the U.S. Mission during your stay, and which days/times you may need to enter the building.

ENTRY TO THE U.S. MISSION:  Please keep in mind that US Mission Geneva staff need to make separate visitor access requests to the Regional Security Office following receipt of your eCC to grant individual access to the Mission compound at least 48 hours in advance of planned visits to the Mission.   Please let your U.S. Mission contacts know well ahead of time if you plan to come to the Mission, especially if your clearance has not been passed and you require escort, as your POC will need to arrange for escorting for the duration of your time here.   It is possible to hold meetings with other delegations at the Mission, but as much advance notice as possible (at least 72 hours) would be appreciated in order to reserve conference rooms and arrange for visitor access.  Masks are required in common areas.

· ENTERING SWITZERLAND:

· RECOMMENDED ROUTING: We strongly recommend taking direct flights between the U.S. and Switzerland in order to avoid time consuming COVID testing/entry documentation requirements for any third country connection points.  

· VACCINATION/TESTING:  While there are no requirements for testing or vaccination to enter Switzerland, travelers should very carefully check that they can satisfy all requirements for any other connection points.   

· INFORMATION FOR VISITORS TO SWITZERLAND:  Please carefully read the various Swiss and U.S. Mission communications attached to this message and refer to the following information sites, as information and requirements are constantly changing.  (Yes, it is quite a bit of information to track, and not all of it is perfectly clear or coordinated.)

· U.S. State Department travel page for Switzerland:  (currently showing a level 4 advisory:  “Do not travel to Switzerland due to COVID-19”)
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/Switzerland.html
· U.S. Embassy Bern information 
https://ch.usembassy.gov/covid-19-info/
https://ch.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/security-and-travel-information/  “Alerts and Messages”
https://ch.usembassy.gov/embassy/liechtenstein/u-s-citizenship-services/covid-19-faq/  “COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions for U.S. Citizens”
· Embassy of Switzerland in Washington “COVID-19:  Information About Travel to Switzerland”
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/usa/en/home/representations/embassy-washington.html


· EXITING SWITZERLAND/RETURN TO THE U.S.:
· TESTING REQUIREMENT:  All travelers to the U.S. over age 2, regardless of vaccination status, need to provide negative results from a COVID test (either PCR or rapid antigen) taken within one calendar days of the start of travel, or provide suitable documentation of recovery from COVID-19 within 90 days of the start of travel.   

· U.S. Embassy Bern information for travel to the U.S. from Switzerland
https://ch.usembassy.gov/covid-19-info/
https://ch.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/security-and-travel-information/  “Alerts and Messages”
https://ch.usembassy.gov/embassy/liechtenstein/u-s-citizenship-services/covid-19-faq/  “COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions for U.S. Citizens”

· CDC “Requirement for Proof of Negative COVID-19 Test or Recovery from COVID-19 for All Air Passengers Arriving in the United States” https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html#:~:text=On%20January%2012%2C%202021%2C%20CDC,airline%20before%20boarding%20the%20flight





· [bookmark: _Hlk98770385]GENEVA TEST SITE RECOMMENDATIONS:

· Many local pharmacies offer PCR/rapid antigen testing appointments (suggest asking your hotel concierge to recommend convenient locations).  You can pay any associated fee at the time of the test.  (Approximate costs:  50 CHF for rapid antigen tests and 150 CHF for PCR tests, more for rush PCR results sooner than 24 hours.) The M3 Sanitrade test center is fairly efficient, and you can expect to have test results in hand/e-mail within about 20-25 minutes of your appointment time –  https://www.m3-test.ch/

· The U.S. Mission Health Unit can provide both rapid testing for work exposures/close contact situations and support if you do actually become ill while in Geneva (please alert the Health Unit as early as possible if you start feeling ill and want to be tested).  However, you will need to obtain test results from a commercial testing service or lab for travel documentation purposes. 

· CDC ATTESTATION FORM:  The airline staff will likely ask you for the CDC Attestation form when you are checking in for a return flight to the U.S. (although this has not been listed on the “Travel Ready” section of the United Airlines website).  Please find the form attached – it is better to have this filled out ahead of time instead of having to frantically search for it online while at the check-in counter.  

